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be untouchables ? They are as much human as every one
of us, and we do not regard even sub-human beings as
bearing the mark of untouchability. Why and whence,
then, this monstrous injustice ? It is not religion, but the
grossest species of irreligion. I want you to cast off that
sin, if you still happen to have it in you.

The only way in which you can expiate this sin of
centuries is to befriend the Harijans, by going to their
quarters, by hugging their children as you do your own, by
interesting yourselves in their welfare, by finding out
whether they get enough to eat, whether they get pure
water to drink, whether they have the fresh light and air
that you enjoy as of right. The other way is for each of you
to start the spinning sacrifice and to pledge yourselves to
wear khadi, which supports millions of these submerged
human beings. The spinning sacrifice will help you, in
some slight measure, to identify yourselves with them, and
every yard of khadi you wear will mean some coppers
going into the pockets of the Harijans and the poor. The
last thing is to contribute your mite to the Harijan fund
which has no other end but the amelioration of the lot of
the Harijans.
Harijcm, 31-8-'34
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POSITION  OP WOMEN IN  SOCIETY

Q. The awakening of civil and political consciousness
among Indian women has created a conflict between their
traditional domestic duties and their duty towards society.
If ajwoman engages in ^public wpjck, she may Jiaye...to
neglecther chiHren oFIierTiouseholdJHow Is ,'fhe dilemma
to fre"                                       ~

A. More often than not a woman's time is taken up,
not by the performance of essential domestic duties, but in
catering for the egoistic pleasure of her lord and master